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Introduction 

 
Deception Island is an unique Antarctic island with important natural, scientific, 
historic, educational, aesthetic and wilderness values.  
 
Over the years, different parts of the island have been given legal protection under the 
Antarctic Treaty following piecemeal proposals, but no coherent strategy had been 
formulated for protecting the whole island. In 2000, an integrated strategy for the 
management of activities there was agreed by Argentina, Chile, Norway, Spain and 
the UK.   
 
This strategy recommended an island-wide approach. Deception Island would be 
proposed as an Antarctic Specially Managed Area (ASMA) comprising a matrix of 
Antarctic Specially Protected Areas (ASPAs), Historic Sites and Monuments (HSMs), 
and further zones in which activities would be subject to a code of conduct.  
 
In March 2001, the Instituto Antártico Chileno hosted a workshop in Santiago to 
progress the Management Plan for Deception Island. The Deception Island working 
group was widened to include the USA, as well as the Antarctic and Southern Ocean 
Coalition (ASOC) and the International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators 
(IAATO) as advisors to the group.  
 
During February 2002, the Dirreción Nacional del Antártico (Argentina) hosted an 
expedition to the island at Decepción Station. Representatives from the six National 
Antarctic Programmes, as well as ASOC and IAATO, participated.  The overall goal 
of the expedition was to undertake baseline survey fieldwork to assist with the joint 
preparation by the six Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties of  a Management 
Package for Deception Island.  
 
Following further extensive consultation, this Management Package for Deception 
Island was produced. Its aim is to conserve and protect the unique environment of 
Deception Island, whilst managing the variety of competing demands placed upon it, 
including science, tourism, and the conservation of its natural and historic values. It 
also aims to safeguard those working on, or visiting, the island.  
 
Information Papers submitted to the CEP (XII SATCM/IP8, XXIV ATCM/IP63,  
XXV ATCM/IP28 and XXVI ATCM/IP48) give further detail of the extensive 
consultation and site investigations which have resulted in the production of this 
Management Package for Deception Island.  
 
 
 


